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John Alexander Mackay 

Springdale Princeton, New Jersey 

December 3, 1947 

My dear Mrs. Speer: 

I shall never cease to sorrow that absence in Mexico on 
missionary business deprived me of the privilege of being 
present at Dr. Speer's funeral service. Separated from New 
Jersey by more than two thousand miles, and in the midst of 
the Diamond Jubilee celebration of the founding of Presbyterian 
missionary work in Mexico at which I had several addresses to 

give, there was nothing I could do at the time but send you a 
telegram. Now, however, that I am back home I am sending you 

a few lines to express to you and yours how I feel about his 

passing. 

I first saw and heard Dr. Speer when I was a student in 

the University of Aberdeen. In 1910, the year of the World 

Missionary Conference at Edinburgh, he came to Aberdeen to 

deliver the Duff Lectures. As I listened to him deliver those 

lectures on successive afternoons I felt that he was the great— 

est man that I had ever seen or heard. As the years and decades 

past and it became my privilege to work in intimate association 

with him in the Board of Foreign Missions and later in Princeton 

Theological Seminary, I have never had occasion to alter my 

original judgment. Whether measured by intellectual capacity, 

breadth of knowledge and sympathy, massive structural power and 

spiritual passion in the delivery of his messages, statesmanlike 

vision of Christ's Kingdom, and selfless devotion to the Saviour 

and Lord of his life, he continued to be the greatest man I 

have ever known. 

Not only did I owe to Dr. Speer in my early student years 

a great deal of the inspiration and passion with which I looked 

forward to missionary service, but I can never forget that it 

was through his importunity that I came to the United States 

from Latin America. In the work of the Board and later the 

Seminary my missionary father became my beloved friend and 

colleague in the work of Christ. It grieved Mrs. Mackay and me 

to see him so ill looking when he was here at the Fall Board 

Meeting in October, but he insisted on fulfilling all his duties, 

indomitable spirit that he was, who never throughout his life 



John Alexander Mackay 
Springdale Princeton, New Jersey 

thought of himself but only of his duty. I had hoped that he 

would rally as he had done after his operation. But Heaven 

longed for his higher service and the Lord he loved could no 

longer leave to the ways and tasks of earth the one who had 

adorned his Gospel through so many crucial years. Dr. Speer 

was a crusading saint whom it would irk to be laid aside in 

inactivity. He died on the battlefield with a long list of 

engagements before him, He went fresh from the fields of 

conflict.into the presence of the victorious Lord. 

Now that he has gone, work and life are lorelier than I 

have ever felt them to be through the passing of any other 

human being. But there remain what he himself used so often 

to speak of in giving consolation, the dear memories of the 

past. Our Christian heritage and tradition have been enriched 

with new and holy recollections. On the King's highway foot- 

prints of a traveler may be discerned whom we will follow with 

our feet as he followed Christ. The thought of him having 

reached the end of the road and entered into rest inspires many 

lesser people like myself to follow on in the same path and to 

wage the same good fight. 

May God grant you and yours, dear lady, His richest and 

holiest comfort in your bereavement, and may He grant to you 

and Miss Margaret and Mrs. Harbour, and William and all the 

grandchildren, fulfillment of his gracious promise to the widow 

and the fatherless. 

Yours with deep affection, 

O Ha we 
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Ny < , 180 JEFFERSON ROAD 
( y NY } } ¥ PRINCETON, N. J. 
\f i ; 

December 1, 1947. 

Dear Mrs. Speer: 

Since my college days--he was in '89 and I 
wes in '88--Robert Speer has been to me a true friend 
and an inspiration , as he always will be. We feel that 

8 light hes gone out, and that the Seminary, snd the 
Church and the world will be poorer without hin. 
Your own bereavement and loneliness will be corres- 
pondingly great . 

I venture to mske a few comments on his 
career as I have followed it with deep interest, hop- 
ing that what is said from a personel angle may add a 
little something to the volume of eulogy and sympathy 
that will reach you from all lands and all parts of 
the Church . 

In college Robert Speer was an outstanding 
leader in scholarship, oratory, and athletics as well 
as in religious work . As @ young man he wes 

--"seeking a mission to fulfil. 
Yea, a hundred missions to inspire." 

Then he became a great missionary statesman and chief 
of steff, leading the Church in its most important 
mission. Through his addresses and sermons, his 
books and writings , he greatly enriched the Church , 
but in his intellectual and spiritusl lesdership he 
never lost the personal touch . [ am one of a multitud®? 

who were proud to own him as a friend and who were, 

or tried t@‘be , better Christians because of his 
friendship and influence. 

We know that the gates were opened wide 
and that the silver trumpets were sounding on the 
other shore 3! 

Mrs. Johnson joins with me in sincerest 
sympethy with you and yours. 

Faithfully yours, 

i Hattwah Yohoron 
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YounG Women’s CuRIsTIAN ASSOCIATION 

or IPrreSBURGEH 

METROPOLITAN HEADQUARTERS 

405 SOUTH DITHRIDGE STREET 

MAYFLOWER 1829 
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MEMBER OF THE YOUNG WOMEN'S CHRISTIAN ASSOBIATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
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The First Presbyterian Church 
Reverend Robert S. Cocks, Pastor 

Galeton, Pennsylvania 
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G The First Presbyterian Church 
c yw ¢ YANDELL BOULEVARD AT STANTON STREET 

y q v EL PASO, TEXAS 
\ ss 

Srewart WILLIAM HarTFELTER Fa ie 

Minister 

December 11, 1947 

To the family of 

Dr. Robert HE. Speer 
Lakeville, Conneticut 

My dear Friends: 

It was not until late last week that I learned of the 

sudden and quiet passing of our dear, beloved Dr. Speer. 

Last Sunday morning at our regular meeting of the 

Session I mentioned his death to our Elders and they asked 

me, in behalf of the church, to write you extending our love 

and sympathy. In the meeting of the Session we offered 

prayer to Almighty God thanking Him for the life of Dr. 

Speer and for the great work he did in our generation in the 

work of the Church and the Kingdom of our Lord and Christ. 

Men like Dr. Speer do not die. His spirit lives in the 

heart of the Church and in the generations to come,after those 

of us who have had the sweet privilege of knowing him have 

also been called home, his world-wide influence, strength of 

character, brilliant scholarship and remarkable vision will 

still be a guiding force in the life of the Church at large. 

May God bless you and comfort you with His peace and 

tender love. 

Faithfully your friend, 

Stewart W. Hartfelver 

SWH-rh 



EMELINE MARY REED GEORGE WILLIAM BENEDICT ROBERT FULLER TRUESDELL FEDERAL LEE WHITTLESEY 

MINISTER'S ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF BUSINESS AFFAIRS DIRECTOR OF YOUTH WORK MINISTER OF MUSIC 

Che C(burch of the C{ovenant 
(PRESBYTERIAN) 

250 WeEsT SEVENTH STREET 
RALPH CANFIELD MCAFEE 

ieee Erie, Pennsylvania Ly ; 

(om 

December 12, 1947 

Mrs. Robert E. Speer 
Rockledge 
Lakeville, Connecticut 

Dear Mrs. Speer: 

The Session of our Church has learned, with profound sorrow, of 
the translation of Dr. Robert E. Speer. 

The entire official family of our Church, comprising its Elders, 
Deacons, and Trustees, participated in plans for Dr. Speers visit to 
Erie in January. He was to have preached on the first Sunday morning, 
to have spoken to our young people that night, and to have conducted 
Bible classes and preaching services during the evenings of that week. 
We feel that we have been deprived of great riches which he would have 
brought to us. 

We are mindful of his notable service, through the Presbyterian 
Church, to the Kingdom of God. We beg of you to accept this assurance 
of our profound sympathy. 

In the name of the Church of the Covenant, and by authority of 
our Session, I beg to remain, 

Respectfully yours, 

7Zlv f 

Har 3 
Clerk of ssion 
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Antigua, Nov. 4, 1947 
My Precious “mma; Your beeutiful letter came, and it is-do- 
ing so much to comfort me! It is indeed a wonderful thing when 
the love of the Father and the nearmess of His dear Son can 
give the strength that not only sustains you but gives out to 

the rest of us the healing touch of Haslomfort. This "Fellowe 
ship of the Holy Spirit"is marvelous, and I thank Him for it - 

and for your knowledge snd use of It. My beloved friend - in 
spite of the miles between us I feel close to you. I am so glad 

to learn that Patty came over and that your children sre with 

you, and that you have Miss Speer's lovely home to be in until 

the winter ebates. Glad, too,to know that your blessed husband 

did not have much to suffer. I feel sorry, -so sorry - that I 

did not sense the fact thet you might have been more troubled 
about his health than. you showed, and that I’ did so little to 

help you when I was home. Surely you. will find much to do and 

give out to those "given you out of this world." They are all 
we can reach and who are willing to take what we can give. 

Of course you know the following but I quote again to 

you as being as near as Shelley got to the great truth. In the 

same poem he becomes entangled with human mis-apprehensions, 

but here I find help..- 

That Light whose smile kindles the Universe, 
That Reauty in which all things work and move, 

That Benediction which the exlipsing curse 

Of birth can quench not, that sustaining Love 
Which through the web of being blindly wove 

By man and beast and earth and air and sea, 

Burns bright or dim as sach are mirrors of 
The fire for which all thirst; now beams on me, 

Yonsuming the last clouds of cold mortality: 

We might not understand this had we not found the light 

that Adala Curtis threw on the "eclipsing curse of birth", 

the human entanglement in the life of every one of us. Not 

to die, as Shelley wished, in order to be free of it, but to 

so LIVE in the Light that shines in the fece of Jesus Christ 

is our way on. I am sure your beloved husband knows far more 

than we do about this now. Often I wake in the night with a 

very dear and near sense of my blessed mother loving me. I al- 

wavs feel that she is understanding and trying to help me. 1 

always thank Jesus.for it. ‘Your days and nights will be filled 

with more love and help then ever, darling. 
" And way off here - ch I love you sol 
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apy op i Weatherford Tex-12--8-1947. 
to 

Dear Mrs.Speer; by church paper this morning. & later today a letter from 2, Pree 

in New York City brings me the sad Wear that noble husbabd has passed over to 

be with the Lord whom he served with, such Signal ability these many years.1 

met him but a few times in life, but! thet, was sufficient to creat& in me a marhd 

We ay end knowledge of the word of our blessed Lord & Redeemer.We were 

together at Mr.Mooday's summer scholl in Northfield in July 1891.Those were 

marked days in my life as a servant of our Lord & Redeemer.! want you to know 

your faraway friend feels for you & sympathizes with you.My good wife & I knoe 

what keen sorrowis.17 yewaspco'Our dear girl's baby died at birth & the darlin, 

mother three days later.We miss her keenk and we seek humbly ae Heavent, 

Father' ¢ will know the blessed truth’ ALL things work{bog sether for good to 

them that love God"Rom,& :28 May the Lord comfort your heart & give you beaa~— 

ty for ashes,the oil of joy for moyrni ne & the garment of praise for the spih— 

oa 

4t of heaviness is my prayer. Sihcerely your fellow laborer in theking dow 

; pr Yo Yb 

of ourblessed Lord & Redeemer i 



P.S.1 am not sure I have learned your address today but I send forth my 

brief message & prayer that a merciful father shall sustain you the sons & 

daughter in this trying hour. 
Sincerely J.V.McC. 
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712 Wright St., Manila - 
November 30, 1947 

Mrs, Robert E. Speer 
Lakeville, Connecticutt: ze ba F 

i > & 
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We have just &... word of the death “of nr ae 
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beloved hero,’ your, husbarid, I shall treasure to the end 

‘of my life the prLvil of knowing him personae 
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CABLE ADDRESS “INCULCATE., NEW YORK" TELEPHONE WATKINS 92000 

THE BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 

OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
156 FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK 10. N. Y. 
OFFICE OF SECRETARY 

Ve October 18, 1918 

Mrs. Robert Ee. Speer, 
Rockledge, 

Lakeville, Connecticut. 

Dear Mrs. Speer: 

Thank you for your letter which came this morning. We shall 
be glad to take care of the elimination of the price mark on the jacket 

of each of the copies of "Five Minutes a Day." We shall look forward 
to the printed folder as soon as it is ready. 

I am forwarding to you at this time a letter from Miss 
Ellen E. Dresser, one of our Honorably Retired missionaries who was an 
associate of mine during the days of my missionary service in Nanking. 
I have thanked Miss Dresser for this letter and told her that I would 
tell you that the letter did not require an acknowledgement. Miss 
Dresser appreciates how busy you are with all the correspondence 
connected with the death of Dr. Speer. 

Sincerely yours, 

LSR:rr Lloyd S. Ruland. 
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CABLE ADDRESS “INCULCATE, NEW YORK" 

THE BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 

OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
156 FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK 10, N. Y. 
OFFICE OF SECRETARY 

July 20, 19))8 

Mrs. Robert E. Speer, 
Lakeville, Connecticute 

Dear Mrse Speer: 

I have just received a letter from one of our Honorably Retired mis- 

sionaries, Mrs. Calvin Wight, formerly of Chefoo, China, to be 

forwarded to youe I feel that a brief word of explanation should 

go with the letter. You can note from the letter itself that Mrse 

Wight has reached the age where she is feeble and her thoughts are 

often somewhat disconnected. She lives very much in the inspiring 

memories of the past and her grateful association with Dr. Speer and 

other leaders of our Churche 

In a letter that came from you some weeks ago, you expressed your 

purpose of presenting to the Board for distribution among its active 

missionaries copies of Dr. Speer's inspiring devotional book, "Five 

Minutes." I wish to report that these copies have not yet arrived. 

I am mentioning it because it may be possible that they have been 

missent. On the other hand, it is quite possible that the shipment 

has been delayed until the end of summer. We shall be glad to forward 

them to our missionaries as soon as they arrive. 

I hope that you are having a very comfortable summer at Lakeville. 

If Mrs. Ruland and I happen to be in that area.at any tine, we shall 

certainly drop in to see youe 

Sincerely yours, 

heel AF. ala 

Lloyd S. Kuland 

LSR:MT 

EnCe 

TELEPHONE WATKINS 9—2000 





NL=Night Letter 

LC=Deferred Cable 

NLT =Cable Night Letter 

- : i late line on telegrams and day letters is STANDARD TIME at point of origin. Time of receipt is STANDARD TIME at point of destination 

Fi ~ 
PA2Z04 

ina \ \ E S I E RN bad 
This is a full-rate ant 

Telegram or Cable- 
ram unless its de 
erred character is in- 
dicated by a suitable 
symbol above or pre- . 
ceding the address. JOSEPH L. EGAN 

PRESIDENT 

The filing ti 

PD=RS DETROIT MICH VIA LAKEVILLE CONN. 26 

MRS R E SPEER= 
“825 MONTGOMERY AVE BRYN MAWR PENN= 

| WAS GREATLY SHOCKED AT THE PASSING OF BOB My CLASSHATE 20 

AND FRIEND OVER ALL THESE YEARS. HE WAS OUTSTANDING IN OUR 

CLASS AND HIS WORLWIDE SERVICE TO OTHERS HAS BEEN FOLLOWED 

AND ADMIRED BY OUR FINISHING CLASSMATES. | WISH-TO EXTEND 

DEEPEST SYMPATHY TO YOU AND YOUR DAUGHTERS AND SON IN YOUR 

GREAT LOSS= 

ALVIN C MCCORD. <4 

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 



NL=Night Letter 

LC=Deferred Cable 

The filing time shown in the date line on telegrams and day letters is STANDARD TIME at point of origin. Time of receipt is STANRARD TENE ) pie Pf festijationZ ny) 
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P HKA@S NL PD=CHICAGO ILL 25 VIA LAKEVILLE CONN 26 

==) WESTERN - 
This is a full-rate 

Telegram or Cable- 
pram. unless its de 
erred character is in- ; 
dicated by a suitable 

_ } symbol above or pre- 
ceding the address. JOSEPH L. EGAN 

PRESIDENT 

MRS ROBERT E SPEER= 

825 MONTGOMERY AVE BRYNMAWR PENN= 

MRS MCCARTNEY JOINS ME IN EXPRESSING OUR DEEP SENSE OF LOSS 

THE PASSING OF DR SPEER. WE WILL ALL FIND IT DIFFICULT TO 

THINK OF HIM AS GONE FROM AMONGST US BUT HE WILL ALWAYS BE 

PRESENT WITH US IN SPIRIT WITH HIS GREAT INSPIRATION. THE 

DIRECTORS OF THE CHICAGO SUNDAY EVENING CLUB JOIN ME IN 

SHARING THIS LOSS= | 

ALBERT. JOSEPH MCCARTNEY. “2 

THE COMPANY WILL ‘APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 
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iP HKA74 NL PD=TULSA OKLA 24 VIA LAKEVILLE CONN 25 

MRS ROBERT E SPEER AND FAMILY= 

825 MONTGOMERY AVE BRYN MAWR PENN= 

pw) 
\ WE SEND OUR DEEPEST SYMPATHY AND WE GIVE THANKS FO 

AND WORK OF ROBERT E SPEER= 

MR AND MRS CHARLES W KERRe, 

OS 

ry SHE COMPANY WI! APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 

TIME at point of destination 

iv Ee Leahieie 



THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 
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PA222 | 

P3NB338 PD= NSH NEWYORK NY 25 410P 

MRS ROBERT E SPEER» CARE MISS MARGARET SPEER= 

SHIPLEY SCHOOL BRYN MAWR PENN= 

===) WESTERN - 
This is a fulltate ip 8 

Telegram or Cable ~ 

ram unless its de- 
erred character is in- 
dicated by a suitable 
symbol above or pre- N 

ceding the address. JOSEPH L. EGAN 
PRESIDENT 

1947 NOV 25 PM 4 57 

OUR BOARD AND HIS MANY FRIENDS IN OUR ASSOCIATION EATEND 

To YOU AND FAMILY DEEPEST SYMPATHY IN THE DEATH OF DOCTOR 

SPEER. HE WAS A GREAT MAN AND NOBLY SERVED HIS GENERATION= 

HENRY A ATKINSON® 

>) \) 

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS BERVICE 



DL=Day Letter 
a \ E S I E RN i 
This is a full-ate or 

Telegram or Cable- 
ram unless its de- ‘ 

‘erred character is in- 
dicated by a suitable 
symbol above or pre- S Q 

ceding the address, JOSEPH L, EGAN 
PRESIDENT 

NL=Night Letter 

LC=Deferred Cable 

NLT =Cable Night Letter 

Ship Radiogram 

‘The filing time shown in the date line on telegrams and day letters is STANDARD TIME at point of origin. Time of receipt is STANDARD TIME at point of destination 

PA220 SPG420 

P.BZ43 PD DL=NEWYORK NY 25 320P ! 

ARS’ ROBERT E SPEER= 

BRYN MAWR HOSPITAL PHILA= 

rKGOV 95 PM 4 29 

| HAVE SEEN YOUR HUSBAND IN THIRTY YEARS BUT HE MADE A DEEP 

IMPRESSION ON ME IN MY SCHOOL DAYS. CERTAINLY HIS CHURCH 

AND THIS COUNTRY IS THE POORER FOR YOUR SAD LOSS= 

HUGH BULLOCK. 

oD 

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING IS SERVICE 



CLASS OF SERVICE WESTERN ~° 
UNION | 

JOSEPH L. EGAN 
PRESIDENT 

This is a full-tate 
Telegram or Cable- 
ram unless its de- 
erred character is in- 
dicated by a suitable 
symbol above or pre- 
ceding the address. 

LC=Deferred Cable 

NLT =Cable Night Letter 

Ship Radiogram 

The filing time shown in the 4*t2 Vine on teleorams and day letters is STANDARD TIME at point of origin. Time of receipt is STANDARD TIME at point of destination 

PA221 

PaNJ142 PD=NEWYORK NY 24 427p BAT NOV 54 PM 4 44 
MRS ROBERT E SPEAR= 

CARE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH ENGLEWOOD NJER= 

A TRULY GREAT CHRISTIAN GENTLEMAN HAS GONE TO HIS 
REWARD IN THE PASSING OF YOUR DEAR HUSBAND AND OUR 
DEARLY BELOVED BROTHER DR ROBERT E SEPAR MRS DEARBORN 

JOINS ME IN EXTENDING TO YOU AND YOUR FAMILY OUR SINCERE 
_ AND AFFECTIONATE SYMPATHYs | 

-R J DEARBORN 
<2 

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 
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DL=Day Letter 

LC=Deferred Cable 

NLT =Cable Night Letter 

day letters is STANDARD TIME at point of origin. Time of receipt is STANDARD TIMBE at point of destination 

1M7 NOV 54 PM 3 16 

This is a full-ate 
Telegram or Cable- |: 

m unless its /de- 
erred character isin- |! ( 

dicated by a suitable : 

symbol above or pre- ‘ 

ceding the address. _ JOSEPH L. EGAN 
5 PRESIDENT 

===) WESTERN - 
fhe filing time hown in the date line on telegrams 

PA1/2 

PeHKBIDO DL PD=WUX NEWYORK NY VIA LAKEVILLE CONN 24 

MRS ROBERT E SPEER= 

‘825 MONTGOMERY AVE BRYN MAWR PENN= 

PROFOUND SYMPATHY FROM ELSIE AND MYSELF A NOBLE AND 

CHRISTLIKE LIFE ENDS TRIUMPHANTLY AND ALL THE TRUMPETS 

SOUND ON THE OTHER  SIDE= 

HENRY SMITH LEIPER., 

THE COMPANY WIiL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 



BARROWTHWAITE 

ONE PAULIN BOULEVARD 

Wihs, 28 1947 
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ae \ E S I E RN a 
This is a full-ate 

Telegram or Cable- r : 
m unless its de 

‘erred character is in- : 2 
dicated by a suitable 
symbol above or pre- ; 

ceding the address. JOSEPH L. EGAN 
PRESIDENT 

ora et 

‘The filing time shown in the date line on telegrams and day letters is STANDARD TIME at point of origin. Time of receipt is STANDARD TIME at point of destination 

PA09 2 

P.NB228 PD=NEWYORK NY 24 11394 | —~ SND B4~ PM 12 16 

MISS MARGARET SPEER= 

CARE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH BRYNMAWR PENN= 

OUR MOST AFFECTIONATE SYMPATHY TO “EACH ONE OF YOU Ss. DEAR TO 

- OUR BELOVED FRIENDs BE SURE THAT OUR HEARTS ARE WITH ‘YOU 

TODAY AND TOMORROW AND ALWAYS= 

J V MOLDENHAWERs 

SHE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 
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e 
neo™ » INTERNATIONAL MISSIONARY COUNCIL 

a es 7208S Composed of the following Organizations 

aha MIssIo) NCIL OF AUSTRALIA NATIONAL CHRISTIAN COUNCIL OF INDIA, BURMA AND FOREIGN MISSIONS CONFERENCE OF NORTH AMERICA 

Société INS PROTESTANTS AU CEYLON NITED STATES AND CANADA 
€onco _ NaTIONAL CHRISTIAN COUNCIL OF JAPAN PHILIPPINE FEDERATION OF EVANGELICAL CHURCHES 

eo Conreveracko Ev. DO BRASIL COMMITTEE ON COUPERATION IN LATIN AMERICA CONFEDERACION DE IGLESIAS EVANGELICAS DEL 

NATIONAL C, CIL OF CHINA CoNCILIO NACIONAL EVANGELICO DE ME£xIco. Rio DE La PLATA 
TESTANT DU CONGO Near East CHRISTIAN COUNCIL CHRISTIAN COUNCIL OF SOUTH AFRICA 

SK MissIONSRAAD NEDERLANDSCHE ZENDINGSRAAD SUOMEN LAHETYSNEYVOSTO 
DEUTSCHER EVANGELISCHER MISSIONSTAG NETHERLANDS INDIA SVENSKA MIsSIONSRADET 
Société DES MIssIoNs EVANGELIQUES DE PARIS NATIONAL MisstoNary Council oF NEW ZEALAND NATIONAL MissIONARY COUNCIL OF SWITZERLAND 

CONFERENCE OF MISSIONARY SOCIETIES IN GREAT Norsk MIsJONSRAD NATIONAL CHRISTIAN COUNCIL OF THAILAND. 

BRITAIN AND IRELAND 

Honorary Chairman: Joun R. Mort, New York 
Chairman: Bishop JAMEs C. BAKER, New York 

Perea Nae TORE Treasurer: S. FREDERICK TELLEEN, New York 156 FirtH AVENUE 

Missions CODE Secretaries: Joun W. Decker, New York New York 10, N. Y. 
TELEPHONE! CHELSEA 2-8908 Norman GoopaLt, 2 Eaton Gate, London, $.W.1 

Assistants: LELAND S. ALBRIGHT, New York 
Miss Betty D. Gisson, London 
Miss Doris H. StanpLey, London 

SiG Ent Waban SMiret , (Qibe ole, dts 

pee eden Cooma 
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CABLE AODRESS “INCULCATE, NEW YORK” TELEPHONE WATKINS 9-2000 

- THE BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 

a OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE 

v UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

156 FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK 10. N. Y. 

OFFICE OF SECRETARY 

December 5, 1947 

Mrs. Robert BE. Speer 

Rockledge 

Lakeville, Connecticut 

Dear Mrs. Speer: 

As Acting Secretary of our Board for India and the Near Hast in Dr. Dodds' 
absence on a trip to India I am glad to pass on to you a cablegram 

just received from Mr. Muller, the Executive Secretary of our Iran lfission. 

It reads as follows: “Convey Iran Mission's deepest sympathy Mrs. Speer." 

As you may know, Iran is my own field and 1 well know what it meant to 
the Mission to have Dr. Speer for our Board Secretary for so many years, 
for I served as Executive Secretary of the “issioh for a period of four- 
teen years and hence had the privilege of being the one to carry all the 

official correspondence with him. When we first went to Iran in 1911 
Mrs. #llen and I were guests for three or four months in the home of 
Mr. and Mrs. Hawkes, and we often heard them speak of your first visit 

to Iran, when you and Dr. Speer were their guests, detained in Hamadan 

because of his attack of typhoid fever. (hen Dr. Speer cams on his 

second trip in 1922, it fell to my lot to go to Kermanshah to meet him 

and escort him to Hamadan, which has been my station for all but two 

of my thirty-six years in Iran. 

In attending the beautiful memorial service in Bryn Mawr I recalled the 
cablegram that Dr. Speer sent me when my wife died in 1927 and 1 was left 
with four small children. Expressing his sympathy, he referred to 

John 13:7-="What I do thou knowest not now; but thou shalt understand 

hereafter." As he extended to me this word of comfort in my time of 
sorrow, allow me to add to the cablegram from the Iran \lission my personal 
expression of deep sympathy engendered by a common experience. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Cw, Cnn 
C. H. Allen 



The 

CHARLES P. TAFT 
PRESIDENT 

BISHOP JOHN S. STAMM 
VICE-PRESIDENT 

HARPER SIBLEY 

TREASURER 

SAMUEL MCCREA CAVERT 

GENERAL SECRETARY 

Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America 

297 Fourth Avenue 

New York 10, N. Y. HAMPTON ADAMS 
CHAIRMAN 

W. RUSSELL BOWIE 

VICE-CHAIRMAN 

PHILIP S. WATTERS. 

RECORDING SECRETARY 

HAROLD V. MILLIGAN 

CHAIRMAN 

MUSIC COMMITTEE 

DEANE EDWARDS 

SECRETARY 

Commission on Worship 

December 4, 1947 \/ 
Mrs. Robert E. Speer 

Lakeville 

Conn. 

My dear Mrs. Speer: 

All of us who knew and loved Dr. Speer were 

deeply grieved to learn of his passing. While it is true 

that he had reached a ripe age, and had the privilege of 

departing in the midst of his usual vigorous powers, his 

death, nevertheless, casts a shadow of sorrow over us all. 

He was one of the giants of our time in the re- 

ligious world. He was one of the few men who, for many 

decades, has stood head and shoulders above the rest and 

has exerted an influence greater than most men of his 

generation, Many of us will have the feeling that the work 

of the church will not be the same without his stalwart and 

devoted presence. 

We know that you must take great comfort in the 

appreciation of his many friends, and in the knowledge of 

the significant part he played in the life and work of the 

church for many years. Surely the trumpets will sound for 

him on the other side, and we can be happy over the new 

areas of service into which he has entered. 

Deepest sympathy to you and the other members of 

the family in this time of sorrow. 

Sincerely yourg, 

One diowth. 
DE/m 





UNITED STEWARDSHIP COUNCIL 
OF THE CHURCHES OF CHRIST OF 

Pres., Rev. A. H. Limouze, D. D. THE UNITED STATES AND CANADA HARRY S. MYERS, SECRETARY 

156 FIFTH AVENUE HILLSDALE, MICHIGAN 
New YorRK City, 10 

Vice-PRES., REV. PAUL H. CONRAD COUNCIL LITERATURE CAN BE SUPPLIED BY 

TS aIMADIEOINIAY ENE: UNITED CHURCH CANVASS 
New York City, 16 297 FOURTH AVE. 

NEW YORK CITyY,10 

December 1, 1947 

Mrs. Robert E. Speer 

156 Fifth Avenue 
New York 10, N. Y. 

Dear Mrs. Speers 

Just yesterday I learned in a letter from Arthur 

Limouze of the yassing of Robert Speer. he was the 

first person intercsted in missions who made much im- 

pression on me. I was then in college, a sojhomore, 
I think, and his speech that night followed uy by 

hearing him on other occassions probebléy had more in- 

fluence on my decision to enter some type of mission 

work than any other person. 

Then in 1908 when I went to New York as secret— 
ary of the Missionary Education liovement ( celled the 

Young People's ilissionary Movement then) my office was 

on the ninth floor at 156 not far above his. 

His long life has been richer in its spiritual 
content than that of any person that I think I ever 
knew. I have not seen him since he retired but I 
have heard of him a good many times. 

Nilay God's blessing be upon you and give you the 

strength and comfort that you need. 

Sincerely yours 

HSM /ec Harry S. Myers 



JEANIE OGILVIE 

MINIST! DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
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HENRY P. VAN DUSEN 

& OFFICERS OF THE ASSOCIATED BoaRDS Asssefated Goards ee 
Sor 

Qhristian Dolleges ta hina ae 

PAAR oe a 
BASES wc 

c. A. EVANS 

150 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 11, N. Y. mache ace 
CHARLES H. CORBETT 

Mrs. W. PLUMER MILLS 

December al 1 947 VERNON B. RAMSEUR 

’ GERALD F. WINFIELD 

a 

Mrse Robert Ee Speer, | 7 
825 Montgomery Avenue, al 
Bryn Mawr, Pa. 

My dear Mrs. Speer: 

Just as I was planning to write you a letter regarding the homecoming 

of your dear husband your check for $25.00 to the China Colleges arrived. The 
receipt for this is enclosed. We appreciate it very much. 

I have often told your good husband that next to my own father he was 
more responsible than any one else for my having spent nearly forty years as a 

missionary in China. I jokingly held him responsible for all my wrongdoings and 
dumb playing during those two score years. He claimed that he was quite willing 

to take this responsibility. 

Many are those who like myself thank him for guiding us into foreign 

service. I recall that at a missionary meeting on one occasion about a dozen 

of us missionaries were talking about the influences that led us to the foreign 

field. With one exception only they said that Dr. Speer was largely instrumental 

in the making of their decisions. We shall miss him no little. My wife and I 

went the length of Manhattan to hear him preach at the First Presbyterian Church 

last summere It was the last time I saw him but we shall never cease to thank 

the Lord for hime 

With warmest personal regards, I am, 

Yours cordially, 

RJM:D 

Encle 

COOPERATING WITH UNITED SERVICE TO CHINA 
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—~\ PresByTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES 

Curisttan EDUCATION AND MinisTERIAL RELIEF 

Waope H. Bosses, Executive Secretary 

Henry H. Sweets 410 Urban Building Wm. H. Horrer 

Consultant LouisviLLe 2, Ky. Treasurer 

February 12, 1948 

Mrs. Robert E. Speer 
825 Montgomery Avenue 
Bryn Mawr, Pennsylvania 

Dear Mrs. Speer: 

Your letter of December 20 touched me to the very 

depths of my soul. I was so glad you mentioned the fact that 

Dr. Speer "was never more conscious of the help of prayer 

than when he was in Louisville." Just as soon as I read that 

I wrote a letter to Mr. Robert G. Haney who organized the 

prayer meetings thet were held each day for ten days preceding 

the meeting and also to Mr. Richard V. Wood who had charge of 

the prayer service each evening just preceding the service in 

the church. JI was really surprised at the readiness of the 

response of the people in this matter. 

I do earnestly hope that someone is going to write 

a worthy life story of Dr. Speer. This certainly ought to be 

done. The inspiration of such a life ought to be kept alive 

throughout all the coming years. It seems to me that such a 

book would be of help along this line. He will continue to 

live in the lives of those closely associated with him and 

with their children and with their children's children. Few 

lives that have lived in America have touched so many others 

so deeply and helpfully as his. 

I think of you and yours often and constantly 

remember you at the Throne of Grace. 

Your sincere friend 

/ 

/ U 



Some Penal Institutions in 
which he has preached 

Leavenworth 
Governor’s Island 
Atlanta 
Sing Sing 
Auburn 
Trenton 
Baltimore 
Wilmington 
Washington 
Richmond 
Moundsville 
Frankfort 
Mansfield 
Lancaster 
Columbus 
Michigan City 
Ionia 
Joliet 
Marquette 
Waupun 
Chester 
Stillwater 
Sioux Falls 
Redwing 
St. Cloud 
Topeka 
Grafton 
Pittsburg 
ackson, Mich. 
amesburg 
ende 

Rahway 
Buffalo | 
Mitchellville 
Geneva, li 
Eldora 
St. Charles 
Green Bay 
Hutchinson 
Anamosa 
Boonville 
Baton Rouge 
efferson, City 
t. Madison 

Lansing 
Lincoln 
York, Neb. 
Mandan 
Bismark 
Greencastle 
Morganza 
Rockview 
Plainfield 
Rockwell City 
Industrial 
Aleatraz 
Huntington 
Tipton 
Muirkirk 
Geneva, Neb. 
Granite 
Maidens 
Marshallton 
Kearney 
Chillicothe, Mo. 
Mare island 
Walla Walla 
Miles City 
Ft. Riley 

Annandale 
Plankington 
Taycheedah 
Leesburg 
McAlester 
Bordentown 
Elmira 
Pendleton 
Chillicothe, Chio 
Rawlins 
Stateville 
Alderson 
Buffalo 
Lorton 
National Training 
Dwight 
Philadelphia 
Rockview 
Pontiac 
Delaware 
awlings, 

Lansing, Mica 
Spring! eld 
Mt. Morrison 
Algoa Farms 
El Reno. 
Gainesville 
Vandalia 
Waukesha 

Deer Mrs Speers 

a missionary. 

felt sympathy. 

Mrs Robert E Speek, 

Lakeville 

Rev. CHARLES Curtis McIntTiIRE, D. D. 
Princeton University, M. A. Princeton Seminary, 1904 

“Tue ApostLE To THE PRISONERS Or AMERICA” 

For several years Dr. McIntire has been preaching at Sunday 
Chapel at Penitentiaries and at daily Chapel in Colleges, 

Bible Schools and Theological Seminaries 

Room 703, 1200 Eighteenth Street N.W. 

WASHINGTON 16, D. C. 

December 19 1947 

In the Toronto Convention 

in 1902, itr Speer influenced me to become 

While I was rejected in 1904 

for health reasons from going to China, 

for the past <7 yeers I have devoted my 

life to missionary work in penitentiaries. 

This is to convey to you my heart- 

Gh A PN i 
C.C. McIntire. 

Clarence Tolan, Jr. 
Harold E. Stassen 
William Cooper Shank 
eardare Cowles, Jr. 

F. Jones, lil 
Bian R. Hoo! 
Walle Larimer Jones 

hiteside 
é S. Kremer 
William L, Clayton 
Sheldon Clark 
L. Walker 
George L. Curtis 
John Cowles 

Some 
National Donors 

e 

James P. Soper 
Thomas E. Wilson 
George B. Dryden 
James B. Forgan, Jr. 
Charles F. Glore 
Robert_E. Wood 
Mrs. Frederick H. Ravson 
yoseet E. Otis 
oseph T. Ryerson 
John H. Hardin 
obert F. Carr 

Edward L. Ryerson 
Walter S. cary 
A. A. Fran! 
Mrs. Charles A, Walter 
E. P. Waud 
Robert F. Graf 
Herman Waldeck 
J. B. Berr 

- Q. 
Dunean L. Clinch 
Edward P. Welles 
Harold L, Stuart 
Alfred W. Stern 

George A. Ranney 
Mrs. Dorothy Y. Traylor 
Mrs. Inez B. Douglas 
Carroll E. Gray, Jr. 
John N. Painter 
Paul G. Hoffman 
Clifford W. Barnes 
Arthur Bentle; 
G. A. McWilliams 
S. L. Barber 
Laurance H. Armour 
David B. McDougal 
Sterling Morton 
R. Douglas Stuart 
Alfred_Kauffman 
yeBa D. Ristine 
loyd M. Brown 

Laurence F. Stern 
John H. Rodger 
Walter R. Frame 
W. D. Kyle 
Robert McCormick Adams 

. B. Cornell 
nith Radio 

REED x {alive 

ditiage't e Hadley Stuart 
Nvadenk etzer, 
Mrs. Max Ww Bab! b 
Philip Wyatt Moore 
Dwight H. Green 
Alfred T. Carton 
Mrs. Mollie Netcher Newberry 
George Bunn 

Harry L. Bradle 
Harry H. Lobdell 
Wade Fetzer, Sr. 
Mrs, Ira Nelson Morris 
Alfred E. Carton 
Rerace F. Buckley 
S. J. T. Straus 
Stewart- Warner Company 
Dwight H. Green 
Joba G. ah jr. 
rank McNair 

Hugh Driscoll 
Samu Sie 

er enly 
EG Seubert 
oe Norris 
S. DeWitt Clough 
Ralph M. Shaw 
Web R, Odell 
E. J. Pollock 
Charles K. Foster 
Wm. R. Odell 
Calvin Fentress 
Gilbert H. Scribner 
Henry Stefan 
Hugh Driscol 
Mrs. Austin Jenner 
painug Ch Leonard 

Walcher 
Giver A. Blackburo 
Isaac Miller Hamilton 
W. G. Woolfolk | 
Arthur G, Heidrich 
Charles B, Van Dusen 
Edward L, Shea 
Edward B. Greene 
Frank A. Thompson 
Mrs. F. E. sy Flobiry 
Mrs. John S. Pillsbury 
William A. Irvin 
Edmond A. Guggerkeim 
John Newton Pew, jr. 
Walter Cae 
Edward P. Maynard 
Arnold Bernar. 
Mara L. Bradley 
Ww. Woolfolk 
Kern Dodge 
Wm. L. Clayton 
Philip Lehman 



GENERAL SECRETARY EMERITUS 
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==) WESTERN - 
Telegram or Cable- gram unless ts. de 64 [ Nu=NiheLeter | 
ae ie F vesocbent 
dicated by a suitable 

ferred Cable 

symbol above or pre- 
ceding the address. JOSEPH L. EGAN PRESIDENT ; 

Pho filing time chown in the date line on telegrams and day jetters is STANDARD TIME at voint of orivin. Time of receipt is STANDARD TIME at point of destination 

'PeGA655 PD=WASHINGTON PENN 24 1219P 147 NOV 24 PM 12 45 

MRS ROBERT E SPEER= 
CARE MARGARET SPEER SHIPLEY SCHOOL BRYN MAWR PENN= 

HELEN COLEMAN» 
| 

S 

‘HE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 
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W. F. HEREFORD, D. D. 

123 5. GREENWOOD BT. 

LEBANON, TENNESSEE 

December 9, 1947. 

Mrs Robert E.Speer, New York Citye 

My dear Mirs.Speert- I was greatly surprised, shocked and saddened yester- 

day to hear of the passage of your dear husband. So Heakou becomes more and more magnetic to 

yous You now have not only the two dear children over there, but your life's partner besides 

many a ae that I do not know. 

I remember hearing Dr.eDunlop's telling at Annual Meeting one time that 

when Dr.Speer was asked how many children he had he always answered 5, four were at such and 

such places and one was in heaven. Said he never failed to count the one in heavene That was 

before fiendish crime happened that took your dear son from Mt.Hermon. 

So you still have a husband and five children but they are not all with 

you at present. But how strong the magnet over there draws as time passes. Whatever our view 

of heaven may be separation is always painful, and human words do not give the necessary com- 

fort, so I commend you to the comfort, peace and joy of the Holy Spitit.e May God Bless Youe 

I am always a friend of the Widow of Robert E.Speere 

1G Hlrafind 
as 
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P.CDU486 PD=CD NEWYORK NY 24 1152A 

MRS ROBERT E SPEER» CARE MISS MARGARET B SPEER= 

-825 MONTGOMERY AVE BRYN MAWR PENN= 

TELEGRAM RECEIVED THIS MOMENTe TOO DEEPLY STIRRED FOR WORDS.» 

WOULD THAT WE MIGHT BE NEARER YOU TODAY. WILL BE IN 

ENGLEWOOD TOMORROW AND PREPARED FOR ANY SERVICE’ EQUAL TO= 

LUCY AND NED. 

HE COMPANY Wl'L APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 



Epwin M.BuLKLEY 
TWENTY-FIVE BROAD STREET 

NEw YorxK 4, N.Y. 

Dictated November 18, 1947. 

My dear Emma; 

In Lucy's absence for the day only I write with surprise 

upon hearing through Beth Sailer of the move from home to that of 

Margaret. 

The added word that Rob is in the hospital at Bryn Mawr 

gives added comfort, for certainly both need to be ministered unto to the 

limit of possibilities. 

It is wholly impossible to express the sorrow felt by both 

of us, with a host of other friends,in wat Rob is passing through and you in 

turn. The very idea of weakness and suffering, in the case of one as 

strong as dear Rob, is difficult to accept and I cannot but believe that 

within reasonable time he will be given back a goodly measure of strength, 

such as always associated with his splendid strength. 

From day to day our hearts go out to you in all possible 

fulness, and I would that practical form could be given to help. If the 

least thing can be given form, I beg you to let it be known to us. 

Hour by hour we hold you close to our hearts and nothing would 

count for as much with us as to do at least something for our old-time and 

dearly loved friends. I do not imagine you have any definite plans at 

present, but whatever you may have, please keep in mind our loving and 

longing desires. 



Do not bother yourself with writing or in any other wise, 

save that either Lucy or I, or both, can iend a hand which is helpful. 

May Rob and you know of our longing desire hour by hour. 

To Margaret and each of the children our most tender 

thought is also sent. 

Ever in devotion, 

Ce 
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OFFICE OF 
FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY 

PUBLISHERS 

NEW YORK LONDON EDINBURGH 

158 FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK, 10 

CABLE: ‘REVELL’ February aly) 1948 

Mrs. Robert E,. Speer 
825 Montgomery Avenue 
Bryn Mawr, Pennsylvania 

Dear Mrs, Speer: 

It was a pleasure indeed to confer by telephone about various matters, and I will keep 

in toueh with you and will call and confer with you, personally, about various matters 

of mutual interest, In the meantime, you asked that I write you about the following. 

When I was in Edinburgh, one winter, I met your son Elliot, and spent a delightful 

evening with him, While we were talking about various matters, he said that there 

was considerable water between Edinburgh and Northfield, Of course I was familiar 

with the situation there. He reached around and took from a nearby book case, a book 

regarding medical matters, and turned to the chapter on high blood pressure. He had 

underscored certain sentences and he told me that whenever he was under pressure, at 

Northfield, on the part of one individual who was suffering from high blood pressure, 

he always thought about the book and the underscored sentences, and this gave him con- 

fidence and courage to go on with his work. 

About ten days before the tragedy at Mount Hermon, I visited Elliot at Northfield, and 

later in the afternoon, was present in the Administration Building where I was talking 

with my good friend Mr, Roberts, who was the Alumni Secretary. Elliot joined us in the 

hallway, and a moment later the former Dean, or possibly the then Dean, came out of his 

office and talked with us for a few moments, There was a certain intangible something 

that I noticed immediately, and when I went home I told Mrs. Barbour that I could not 

understand why, but there certainly seemed to be a screw-Loose in his relationship 

toward Elliot. 

Naturally, I have hesitated writing you, but I mentioned these two experiences on the 

telephone and you asked me to write them out for your private paperSe 

At home, and in the office, our hearts have been with you all during the past weeks, 

for we have missed your husband in a very real and personal way. We had turned to 

him often about many matters, as was true of so many others who looked to him for 

guidance and advice. 

Very sincerely, 

William R, Barbour 

WRB:pe 
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SHERWOOD EDDY 

. UIA DIDBINT WENO 347 MADISON AVENUE 

NEW YORK CITY 

Telephone: MUrray Hill 9-3668 

December 16, 1947 

Mrs. Robert Speer 

Lakeville 

Connecticut 

My dear Mrs. Speer: 

My illness in hospital with severe bronchitis, 

threatened with pneumonia, is my only excuse for 

not writing you earlier to express the deep 

sympathy of my wife and myself regarding your 

great bereavement. Thank God you know the 

Christian hope to the full and have the consol- 

ation of Christ as few have it. 

I have already told in my description of your 

husband's life, of my high regard and deep affec- 

tion for him. It was from Robert that I received 

the greatest spiritual lift of my life during 

Northfield days, more than from anyone else. 

I thank God for his full, ripe, leng, and fruit- 

ful life, and assure that Louise and I are 

remembering you day by day. 

Very sincerely yours, eae 

ya ao 
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